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Tonight’s Agenda

By the end of the session , participants will:

• have a deeper understanding of literacy.

• have strategies to develop literacy skills at 
home.

• play literacy games to develop literacy 
skills.

• view a magic show that reinforces the 
value of literacy.



Top Ten Ways to Develop 
Literacy Skills at Home



A Literate Home
Having a literate home develops in 
young children a love for reading and 
writing. As Rasinski and Fredericks put 
it, "A literate home environment 
doesn't teach children how to read; 
rather, it provides children with 
opportunities to enjoy reading and 
discover the many ways it can be used 
to enrich the experiences in their 
lives."



#10
Have a Reading Location

• Any place in the home

• Comfortable and well lit

• Materials that are appropriate for all 
ages

• “Open” to all



What should my child 
read?

• What interests them!

• Not too difficult, not too easy!

• Suggested book lists:
 Glick’s Picks (BCPS Student Resources)

http://www.bcps.org/students/glicksPicks/

 Baltimore County Public Library  (kids page)

http://www.bcpl.info/kids-teens-parents-
teachers/stories

http://www.bcps.org/students/glicksPicks/
http://www.bcpl.info/kids-teens-parents-teachers/stories


#9
Make Literacy a Part of 
Your Family’s Lifestyle

• Making reading a daily part of your 
family time.

• Turn off the tube.

• Teach by example.

• Hit the library.

• Don’t use reading as punishment.



#8
Play with Sounds

• Phonological awareness is the ability 
to hear, identify, and manipulate 
individual sounds or phonemes in 
spoken words.

• “Bridge” between oral language to 
written language.

• Leading predictor of reading success.



Phonological Awareness
• Play games with sounds- both hands-

on and verbal/auditory.  
• Isolating words in Sentences

• Words in Compound Words

• Rhyming Words

• Initial, ending, middle sounds

• Changing sounds in words

• Segmenting and blending sounds in words

• Read nursery rhymes and other 
rhyming books



#7
Build Letter Recognition 

Skills
• Prior to Kindergarten

• Uppercase is easier but lowercase is 
more important

• Foam letters, magnetic letters, 
alphabet cards, letter stamps, 
stickers, etc.

• Alphabet Books and Letter Games



# 6 Learn the Alphabetic 
Principle

• The idea that letters represent sounds 
which form words 

• Phonics!

• Provide opportunities for practicing phonics 
skills by reading AND writing words, 
sentences, and stories

• Play games like Boggle, Scrabble, Cariboo, 
etc.



#5
Develop Vocabulary

• Expose your kids to rich vocabulary.

• Have discussions about what specific 
words mean.

• Play word games like “I’m thinking of 
a word that means….”, vocabulary 
bingo, etc.

• Crossword puzzles



#4 
Build Sight Word Capacity

• Some words are irregular or difficult 
to decode.

• They must be memorized and 
recognized by sight.

• Listed by grade.

• Build speed and accuracy with high 
frequency words.



Sight Words
• Build the words with letters (cards, 

foam, etc.)

• Write them.  Use shaving cream, rice 
on a tray, sidewalk chalk, etc.

• Read them- flash cards or in real 
text.



#3
Develop Fluency

• “Bridge” between decoding and 
comprehension

• Read to your child.

• Provide opportunities for rereading.

• Time readings.

• Practice with expression.



#2 
Incorporate Technology

Office of Digital Learning
Student Resources

• EBooks 

• Digital Content & Databases

http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/feeba
sed/index.html

http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/feebased/index.html


Website Resources for 
Reading

See flyer for lists of:
Games and Interactive Websites

Websites That Provide Information 
for Parents



#1
Foster Comprehension

• Comprehension is the main purpose 
for reading.

• Read to your child and have your 
child read to you.

• Making reading a daily part of your 
family time.



#1
Foster Comprehension

• Ask questions.

• Make predictions.

• Make connections.

• Encourage monitoring of 
comprehension.

• Have discussions / book talks… even 
t.v. talks



Current research 
indicates…

• Research shows that leisure reading enhances students’ 
reading comprehension (e.g., Cox & Guthrie, 2001), 
language (e.g., Krashen, 2004), vocabulary development 
(e.g., Angelos & McGriff, 2002), general knowledge (e.g., 
Cunningham & Stanovich, 1998), and empathy for others 
(e.g., McGinley et al., 1997), as well as their self-
confidence as readers, motivation to read throughout 
their lives, and positive attitudes toward reading (e.g., 
Allington & McGill-Franzen, 2003; Eurydice Network, 
2011). 



"Fill your house with stacks of books, 
in all the crannies and all the nooks." 

— Dr. Seuss 



Comprehension Games
Try some of the games we play at 

literacy centers!

Tables are identified for two levels.

Primary (Pre K to Grade 2)

Intermediate (Grades 3 to 5) 


